"

e —— ey .
%
|
o —

{

— -
—
——
:-—

i
|

Wi

Il

W'

il

’;ﬂm’l;\

Hil

=1l =1l

4

7 LANTURNA
LY

THE YEARS OF THE BELOVED

~

L | May God Bless and Sanctify His Slave
[l | Prophesying the One He Fore-Gave
Ll | From the Cradle to the Cave
LV | Mecca, Home of the Brave
V | Medina and the Luminous Grave
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RUBALLA EL NABI THE PROPHET'S PIACE OF PRAYER.
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PROPHETIC LIGHTANIES

ENTNE NN e

e NS e

T _

aesll \/,\:\.\jll alll gy

ket palog ol ko T 20 G g o e O 10 0 By

By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation

Allah and His angels confer blessings upon the Prophet.
O faithful! Invoke blessings upon him, and sanctify him abundantly!

—al-Ahzab 33:56

“I once asked, ‘Messenger of Allah!
[ invoke abundant blessings upon you,
but what portion of my supplications should I dedicate
to invoking blessings upon you?
He said: ‘Whatever you wish.

[ asked, ‘One quarter?’
He said, ‘Whatever you wish, but more is better for you.

[ asked, ‘Half?’
He said, ‘Whatever you wish, but more is better for you.

I asked, ‘Then two thirds?
He said, ‘Whatever you wish, but more is better for you.

)

[ said, “Then I shall devote all of my supplications as
invocations of blessings upon you!’
He said, ‘“Then your concerns shall be alleviated,
and your sins forgiven.”

—Related by al-Tirmidhi on the authority of Ubayy b. Ka‘b
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GOD BE HIS WITNESS!
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By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation

Lo, when Allah took the Covenant of the Prophets!
“After I have vouched the Book and wisdom safe on you—
should then there come unto you a Messenger, confirming what is with you:
Believe in him, you must, and succour him!”
He said, “Are you of accord, accepting for yourselves the burden of this pact?”
They declared, “We are of accord!”

He proclaimed, “Then bear witness! And I, too, bear witness—along with you.”

—Al ‘Imran 3:81
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By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation

...those who follow the Messenger,
that unlettered Prophet, whom they find prophesied in the Torah and the Gospel—
who bids them unto all good, and forbids them from all evil;
who prescribes for them what is wholesome, and proscribes for them what is harmful;
and who alleviates them of their burden and the fetters that are upon them.
So those who believe in him, honour him, succour him, and follow the light revealed with him:
they are, indeed, the prosperous!

—al-Araf 7:157




From the Cradle to the Cave
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By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation
“..and your transitioning among those who prostrate.”

—al-Shu‘ara’ 26:219

TENDING THE FLOCK
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Each of you is a shepherd, and each of you is responsible for his flock.
The leader is a shepherd, and he is responsible for his flock;
the man is the shepherd of his family, and he is responsible for his flock;

the woman is the shepherd of her husband’s household, and she is responsible for her flock;

the servant is the shepherd of his patron’s wealth, and he is responsible for his flock.

—Related by al-Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar
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MERCHANT & MARRIAGE
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She believed in me when others rejected me!
She ascribed truth to me when others ascribed the lie!
She supported me with her wealth when others refused me!
And Allah provided me with her children, but deprived me the children of any other woman.

—Related by Ahmad on the authority of ‘A’ishah
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By the Name of Allah XY )lt :dl Alll M
Compassionate in His essence
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Read, by the name of your Lord, Who created- o
c};eated man fr(}),m a clinging clot. &l_c UA UL‘”Y‘ ‘-9’1}
Read, for your Lord is most bountiful: D_{‘y\ “// \J_,\
He Who taught by the pen-
taught man what he knew not. C-Lﬂj\f H—f' L“S-;‘J\
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SILENCE IN THE SKIES
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

By the morning when bright!
By the serenity of night!
Your Lord forsook thee not,
And He is not displeased.
And the Hereafter is better
for you than what precedes.
And your Lord shall give you,
such that you are well pleased.

Did He not find you an orphan, then provide a haven?
Did He not find you alone, then the way was shown?
Did He not find you in need, and then freed?

So, as for the orphan: suppress him not;
and as for the beggar: oppress him not;
and as for your Lord’s blessing:
proclaim it!

—al-Duha 93:1-11
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By the Name of Allah M)n :dl Alll M
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation P /aéj AR
Ol Spis A1
Warn the nearest of your kinsfolk, CJ‘M}U &‘, L) U’;'S Slsis :;2‘3-;‘3
and lower your wing to the faithful, who follow you. A e
But if they defy you, say: “I am absolved of what you do!” UyLw Lt 9(5,’ d‘ JU 43 Ug’

And rest your trust in the Almighty, the Compassionate, . B
Who sees you as you stand. ("?:Jj‘ J”J’J‘ ul'c J%")
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SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY
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Then the Negus proclaimed:

“Welcome to you and to the one from whom you came!
Sojourn in my kingdom as long as you well please!”
Then he had food and clothing brought to us,
and ordered: “Return to these two their gifts at once!”




BOYCOTT
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

The Hour has drawn near and the moon has split.

And if they behold a sign, they turn away, alleging: “Incessant magic!’
They reject it, and follow their own desires, but every matter shall soon settle!
And news of admonition has already reached them, upon far-reaching wisdom.

But deterrents are of no avail, so turn away from them!
The day when the caller calls to a dire thing!
And then with their fearful eyes, they emerge from the graves,
as if they were scattered locusts, scrambling about toward the summoner.
The faithless shall say, ‘This is a grave day!’

—al-Qamar 54:1-8
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

Did We not expand your heart for you,

and relieve you of your burden,
which virtually broke your back!

Did We not exalt your mention!

So verily, ease accompanies every hardship.
Verily, ease accompanies every hardship!
So when you find yourself free, exert yourself still,
and turn unto your Lord with all your yearning.

—al-Sharh 94:1-8




ONENESS
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Allah! I complain to you my lack of strength, my scarcity of means, and my insignificance
in the eyes of others. O most Compassionate Lord of all who show compassion! You are
the Lord of the meek, you are my Lord. To whom shall You entrust me: to some distant
person who may look upon me with contempt, or to some enemy to whom You shall
confer authority over my affair? So long as You are not displeased with me, nothing else
concerns me, though Your relief is easier for me. I seek refuge in the light of Your
countenance—by which every crevice of darkness is illumined, and by which the affair of
this life and the hereafter is made whole—that Your wrath reach me not, that your
displeasure descend not upon me! I confess unto You my shortcoming until You are
content. There is no strength or power except by You!

Allahumma ilayka ashki da‘fa quwwati wa qillata hilati wa hawani ‘ala n-nas; ya arhama
r-rahimina anta rabbu I-mustad‘afina wa anta rabbi; ila man takiluni ila ba‘idin
yatajahhamuni am ila ‘aduwwin mallaktahu amri; in lam yakun bika ‘alayya ghadabun
fala ubali ghayra anna ‘afiyataka hiya awsa‘u li; a‘tidhu bi niri wajhika I-ladhi ashraqat
lahu z-zulumatu wa saluha ‘alayhi amru d-dunya wa I-akhirah an yahilla ‘alayya
ghadabuka aw an yanzila bi sakhatuk; laka I-‘utba hatta tarda wa la hawla wa la quwwata
illa bik.




THE CIRCLE OF TIME
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By the Name of Allah

Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

Sublime is He who brought His servant by night,
from the Sacred Mosque to the Farthest Mosque—
whose environs We have blessed,
that We may show him some of Our signs.
Verily, He hears all, He sees all!

—al-Isra’ 17:1




THE LOTE TREE
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

By the star; as it falls!
Your companion has not deviated, he has not erred.
And he speaks not of his own discretion.
It is but a revelation, revealed!
One endowed with power taught him—
endued with wisdom—who stood poised, in the loftiest horizon.
Then, he approached and drew nigh, until he was but two bow-lengths away, or nearer still. Then
did He reveal to His servant what He revealed.
His heart in no wise distorted what he beheld.
Will you, then, contend with him, as to what he sees?
For he even beheld him at another descent,
near the Lote Tree of the Utmost Periphery, nigh unto the Haven of Heaven.
Lo! The Lote Tree—enshrouded in ineffable splendor!
His eye swerved not, nor swept astray.
Verily, he beheld some of the magnificent signs of his Lord!

—al-Najm 53:1-18
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

Then their Lord answered them, “I do not waste the work of anyone
who endeavors among you- male or female. You come from one another!
So those who migrated and were expelled from their homes,
and were tormented for My sake,
and those who fought and were killed:

[ shall surely absolve them of their misdeeds,
and admit them into gardens beneath which streams flow—

a recompense from Allah, and the best recompense is with Allah.”

—Al Imran 3:195







MY BROTHER’S KEEPER
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By the Name of Allah

Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

And those before them who settled in the land and in faith:
they love those who migrate to them,
and they find not in their hearts any need
for that which is given to them,
but prefer others to themselves,
though dire poverty be their own lot.
And those who protect themselves from greed are the prosperous!

—al-Hashr 59:9
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

O faithful! When the call is given for prayer on Friday,
hasten unto the mention of Allah, and put off all business.
That is better for you, if you but knew!

Then when the prayer is finished,
disperse through the land and seek the bounty of Allah,
and heed Allah that you may prosper.

And when they sight a deal or leisurely allurement,
they scatter off toward it, leaving you standing!

Say, “What is with Allah is better than any allurement or dealing,
and Allah is the best of providers!”

—al-Jumu‘ah 62:9-11




THE FULL MOON OF BADR
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By the Name of Allah
Compassionate in His essence
Compassionate with His creation

Certainly Allah helped you all at Badr, when you were belittled.
So be heedful of Allah, that you may be grateful.
Behold, when you said to the faithful:
“Is it not enough for you that your Lord should aid you
with three thousand angels sent down?”

Yes, if you are steadfast and God-wary,

and should they come at you suddenly,
your Lord will aid you with five thousand marked angels!

Allah did not decree it but as good news for you, to reassure therewith your hearts,

and victory comes only from Allah, the Almighty, the Wise.

—Al ‘Imran 3:123-126




STAND YOUR GROUND
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By the Name of Allah,
Compassionate in His essence,
Compassionate with His creation.

Allah fulfilled His promise to you when, by His leave, you were about to annihilate your
enemy—until you flinched and fell to disputing about the order, then disobeyed it after He
brought you within sight of that which you covet! Among you are some who hanker after
this world and others who desire the hereafter! Then did He divert you from your foes in
order to test you—and He forgave you, for Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate.

—Al Imran 3:152
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By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation

The Prophet and the faithful may not plead for the forgiveness of polytheists,
even if they should be their relatives,
after it has become clear to them that they shall be denizens of Hell!

—al-Tawbah 9:113
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By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation

Indeed, those who initiated the calumny are a band from among yourselves! Why did the
men and women of faith—when you all heard of it—think not the best of one another and
assert: “This is a patent lie!” Why did they not bring four witnesses! Since they brought not
witnesses, they are liars in the sight of Allah! And were it not for the grace and compassion
of Allah unto you in this world and in the hereafter, an awful doom would have overtaken
you for that whereof you murmured. When you welcomed it on your tongues, mouthing
that whereof you had no knowledge, you counted it a trifle. But in the sight of Allah, it is
grave! And why did you not, when you heard of it, say, “It is not for us to repeat such a thing!
Glory be unto You! This is a monstrous defamation!” Allah forewarns you, lest you should
ever repeat the like thereof—should you have any faith! Allah makes clear the signs for you,
and Allah is possessed of knowledge and wisdom. Indeed, for those who want indecency to
spread among the faithful: there is a painful punishment for them in this world and the
hereafter, and Allah knows, while you know not! Were it not for the grace and compassion
of Allah upon you...! But Allah is Clement, Compassionate.

—al-Nur 24:11-20




THE GREAT COMPROMISE
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By the Name of Allah, Compassionate in His essence, Compassionate with His creation

It is He Who withheld their hands from you, and your hands from them, in the valley of Mecca,
after He had granted you victory over them, and Allah sees best what you do. They are the ones
who disbelieved and barred you from the Sacred Mosque, and kept the offering from reaching its
destination. Had there not been faithful men and women whom you did not know that you were
trampling down and on whose account a crime would have accrued to you unawares, He would
have allowed you to force your way; but He admits into His mercy whomsoever He wills. And had
they been separate, We would have surely punished the faithless among them with a painful
chastisement. When the faithless nourished belligerence in their hearts—the belligerence of
raging ignorance—Allah sent down His tranquility upon His Prophet and upon the faithful, and
made them abide by the command of self-restraint, for they were the worthiest of it and
deserved it well, and Allah has knowledge of all things. Certainly, Allah has fulfilled His Prophet’s
vision in all truth! You will surely enter the Sacred Mosque—as Allah wills—in safety, with your
heads shaven or hair cropped, without fear. He knows what you know now, and He decreed
besides this a victory nigh at hand! It is He Who has sent His Prophet with guidance and the
religion of Truth, that He may make it prevail over all religions, and Allah suffices as witness!

—al-Fath 48:24-28




HAND IN HAND
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By the Name of Allah,
Compassionate in His essence,
Compassionate with His creation.

Allah was certainly pleased with the faithful
when they swore allegiance to you under the tree!
He knew what was in their hearts,
so He sent tranquility down upon them,
and requited them with a victory near at hand,
and abundant spoils that they shall seize,
and Allah is Almighty, Wise.
Allah has promised you abundant spoils, which you shall seize.
He has hastened this for you, and withheld the hands of men from you,
so that it may be a sign for the faithful, that He may guide you unto a straight path.

—al-Fath 48:18-20
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MARCH ON MECCA
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By the Name of Allah,
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When the succour of Allah comes with victory, C:;} 5 VIS \31
and you behold the people, I x ;
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Indeed, He ever turns to the repentant!

—al-Nasr 110:1-3

SERMON ON THE MOUNT

[ have left among you two things after which you shall never be misguided:
the Book of Allah and my example!”—
and in another narration:
“..the Book of Allah and my family!”

—Related by al-Tirmidhi on the authority of Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah




... RATHER, THE EXALTED COMPANION
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By the Name of Allah,

Compassionate in His essence,
Compassionate with His creation.
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Muhammad is but a Messenger; Messengers have passed on before him.
If he dies or is slain, will you, then, turn back on your heels!
And anyone who turns back on his heels harms not Allah in the least!
And, soon, Allah shall reward the grateful.

—Al ‘Imran 3:144
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LANTURNA

Lanturna is a nonprofit, educational initiative that
intends through its various projects to establish
learning collectives throughout North America to
enrich personal practice and communal life.
Lanturna purposes to familiarize students with
the scholars and savants of the past, as well as
living luminaries; to institute and localize
community service projects; and to strengthen
the bonds of brotherhood among individuals and
families, all while conveying Prophetic guidance
for devotional endeavoring and spiritual growth.




Abu Anas Hisham Mahmoud
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El-Hajj Hisham Mahmoud studied theology, hadith, legal
theory, jurisprudence, ethics, Qur'an recitation, and Arabic
with scholars in Morocco, Mauritania, and Egypt. He has
taught for more than a decade at Yale, Princeton, and
Harvard, then left the Academy to institute Lanturna, an
educational initiative that intends to establish learning
collectives throughout North America. He continues to read
with scholars and students in the United States. Currently,
Hajj Hisham resides in Pennsylvania with his wife and three
children, and he wants to be like any one of them when he
grows up.




